SUMMER II, 2009
UNDERGRADUATE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Note: Courses designated as meeting core area requirements may also count as electives in the English major and minor.

*Please note prerequisites for upper-level courses (3000-4000) as stated in the Undergraduate Course Catalog and University Timetable.

English 1654:  Introduction to Science Fiction
(Meets and Area 2 Core Requirement)

Hagedorn (on-line)

This is an on-line reading intensive course which will examine different historical periods and
forms of science fiction to focus on the importance of science fiction as a literary/cultural genre.
The texts include short stories, novels, television shows, and film. They include an anthology of
short stories and works by Heinlein, LeGuin, and Tolkien, among others.
Evaluation will be based on a midterm and final, regular postings/responses on the class Blackboard Discussion Board, and weekly vocabulary/reading quizzes. Alternative (extra) credit will be possible for out-of-class film viewings/analyses.
English 3764:  Technical Writing

(Meets a Writing Intensive Core Requirement)

Mooney, S. (online)

This course gives you practical experience in the forms of written communication you will encounter as a professional in the technical workplace, from the simple memo to a proposal, from a progress report to an article for non-specialists.  By the time this course is over, you should be able not only to understand these documents, but also to produce them with ease and confidence.  Attention will also be paid to such issues as the role of technology in the workplace and workplace ethics.  Assignments include a resume/cover letter, a set of technical instructions, a proposal, a progress report, an article for non-specialists, and a presentation.  Reading quizzes and homework assignments also factor into the final grade.

Neilan (online)

This course is designed to introduce students to the types of written and oral work that will be expected of them in the work force.  Students will draw from their specific majors to write manuals, various reports, proposals, summaries, lay articles, memos, and letters.  Other types of work-related documents will be reviewed and discussed in class.

The course will stress grammatical correctness, audience awareness, and clarity of expression.

Students will have the opportunity to have their peers review and help to revise their work.  Work will be completed both in groups and singly.

A final project will require students to write a sustained document which incorporates many of the

techniques discussed in the class.  Students will prepare and give a formal oral presentation involving the use of visual aids, outlines, and question and answer sessions on the same topic as this final written project.
Canter (online)

The Technical Writing course is designed to prepare you for writing in the workplace.  Students will use a reader-centered approach in evaluating the needs and demands of the audience.  We will work on grammar and mechanics of writing as we work on documents that include proposals, letters/memos, instructions, and reports.  This is a writing intensive course with a strong emphasis on professional presentations.
English 3774:  Business Writing

(Meets a Writing Intensive Core Requirement)

Maycock
This course is designed to prepare students for writing documents that might be required in the business world.  Assignments will consist of memos, reports, letters, proposals, and a job packet, which includes a cover letter and resume that could possibly help you get a job in the "real world."  Please expect to do a lot of reading and writing, including drafting and revising your work.  This course meets the Writing Intensive (WI) requirement for the University Core Curriculum and is suitable for any major.
English 4064:  Modern English Linguistics
Eska, J.
An introduction to the study of human language and its structures.  Introduction and practice in the goals and methodologies of the core areas of linguistics --- phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics --- from a generative perspective.  Particular attention will also be paid to the analysis of language in historical and social context, including language variation, change, and diversification, and geographical and social dialectology.  Some attention may also be paid to various aspects of non-verbal communication such as written and sign language.  Course work includes in-class exercises, two in-term exams, two field projects, and a final exam.

English 4964:  Field Study
Kark

Put your English major or minor to work before you graduate!  This field study—also known as an external internship—gives you the opportunity to gain valuable workplace experience performing a variety of tasks related to your English degree and skills.  Depending upon the placement (some are off-campus; some are on), you might find yourself doing anything from writing to editing, from producing publicity campaigns to developing web sites, and more. Good for your resume—great for your confidence! For more information, please contact Steve Kark at  skark@vt.edu.

(NOTE: Students seeking placement in an internship should contact Steve Kark, Internship Coordinator, at skark@vt.edu prior to enrolling for this course.)

