SUMMER I, 2009
UNDERGRADUATE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

Note: Courses designated as meeting core area requirements may also count as electives in the English major and minor.

*Please note prerequisites for upper-level courses (3000-4000) as stated in the Undergraduate Course Catalog and University Timetable.

English 1614:  Introduction to Short Fiction
 (Meets an Area 2 and Area 6 Core Requirement)

Seigle (online)
What an ideal summer course:  short fiction by the great ones and the less known but truly cool, all online (credit by poolside, anyone?).  Seriously, though, short fiction is an ideal place to raise your literary IQ without doing the whole English major.  How do stories really work?  How do you get good at saying wise & insightful things about them?  If you want to write stories some day, or just read intelligently, this is your course.  But it is an introductory course to the pleasures of reading stories; we're not trying to write long papers here, take intricate exams, learn biographical and historical material for the next round of Trivial Pursuit.  It's about narrative and desire, about blogging what you see going on in the readings, and about picking one story (write one?  analyze one?) you showcase to the class online (here's your chance, shy ones), about writing two open book tests reflecting on three weeks of readings at a time.  We don't even use a cluttered up artificially expensive "textbook" but an equally good, well-balanced trade book you can order off Amazon for $10.  Ok, maybe $12.  Plus shipping.  Stay tuned for details...  

English 2515:  Survey of British Literature I
(Meets and Area 2 Core Requirement)

Swenson (online)
Students will study literary works written from the medieval period through the early eighteenth century, including such works as Beowulf, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, selections from Canterbury Tales, Morte Darthur, and Paradise Lost.  In addition, we will read prose, poetry, and drama by such writers as Shakespeare, Sidney, Spenser, Donne, Marvell, Pope, and Swift. We will be exploring many texts during the semester, thinking about the ways they exist not only as "timeless" literature, but also as products of particular times, places, and authors. Grades will be based on one paper, three exams, in-class quizzes, and class participation in both on-line Discussion Forums and in-class group work. 

English 3544:  Literature and Film

Bliss (online)

In this innovative, on-line version of English/Communications 3544, students will listen to on-line lectures, participate in collaborative on-line discussions, and read (and then view) 3 major crime thrillers: The Third Man (novel by Graham Greene; film by Carol Read), The Godfather (novel by Mario Puzo, film by Francis Coppola), and The Talented Mr. Ripley (novel by Patricia Highsmith, film by Anthony Minghella). The course’s emphasis will be on the similarities and differences between literature and film, as well as the fascinatingly pathological psychology of each work’s main characters. In addition to on-line discussion postings, each student will take weekly quizzes and write a final essay.

English 3764:  Technical Writing

(Meets a Writing Intensive Core Requirement)

Canter (online)
The Technical Writing course is designed to prepare you for writing in the workplace.  Students will use a reader-centered approach in evaluating the needs and demands of the audience.  We will work on grammar and mechanics of writing as we work on documents that include proposals, letters/memos, instructions, and reports.  This is a writing intensive course with a strong emphasis on professional presentations.

Kinder (online)

English 3764: Technical Writing will enable you to gain an understanding of the numerous types of written communication you might encounter as a professional in the technical workplace, from the simple memo to the formal report, from a set of instructions to a potential employee's resume. By the time this course is over, you should be able to understand these documents and  produce them with ease and confidence.

Mooney, J. (online)

This course gives you practical experience in the forms of written communication you will encounter as a professional in the technical workplace, from the simple memo to a proposal, from a progress report to an article for non-specialists.  By the time this course is over, you should be able not only to understand these documents, but also to produce them with ease and confidence.  Attention will also be paid to such issues as the role of technology in the workplace and workplace ethics.  Assignments include a resume/cover letter, a set of technical instructions, a proposal, a progress report, an article for non-specialists, and a presentation.  Reading quizzes and homework assignments also factor into the final grade.
Mengert (online)  

Technical Writing Online is a writing intensive course in which you will learn to write in various genres, including proposals, progress reports, researched formal reports, letters, “oral” presentations, and memos, for an appropriate audience.  You will also learn elements of grammar and style and be responsible for peer workshopping your fellow students’ work.  Because this is an online summer course, be prepared to work independently, meet almost daily deadlines, and revise your work, based on the teacher’s and your peers’ comments.. Junior standing required. 

English 3774:  Business Writing

(Meets a Writing Intensive Core Requirement)

Brumberger (online)

Business Writing is an introduction to workplace communication, specifically to the principles and application of effective business writing and its functions in professional settings.  You will write often and learn to be a better critic of other people's writing.  We will pay particular attention to writing with a clear purpose for specific audiences, and we will stress designing documents that are intended for busy people—documents that visually display their information and invite readers to read either quickly or thoroughly.  This course is designed to be a workshop, where we work together, offering support and criticism.  Students will be evaluated through a series of collaborative and individual writing assignments; the course will culminate in a substantial final project.
English 4165:  Shakespeare 
(Meets an Area 2 Core Requirement)

Anderson

Students will have an opportunity to explore plays written during the earlier part of Shakespeare's career, including selections from the histories (such as Henry V and Richard III), tragedies (such as Titus Andronicus, Julius Caesar, and Romeo and Juliet) and comedies (such as A Midsummer Night's Dream and The Merchant of Venice).  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the important facts of Shakespeare's life and an understanding of his works from the multiple perspectives of cultural tradition and historical context.  Students will be able to trace the author's critical and popular reception from his or her own time to the present.  Grading will be based on papers, exams, in-class quizzes, and class participation.  At least 10 pages of writing, exclusive of exams, will be expected.  The instructor may require graduate students taking the course for credit to complete additional work.
English 4814:  Writing for the Web 

Collier (online)
We will examine how users read on the web, how authors should write their web pages, and, accordingly, how to design rich, appropriate content for web sites. In so doing, this course offers a practicum in the novice and intermediate use of (X)HTML, HTML editors, graphics,  and presentation software. Students will learn the basics of (X)HTML  (and HTML editors) and Style Sheets in constructing web sites. By  analyzing how on-line communities organize, use, and distribute  knowledge and information, we will evaluate and build web sites that communicate simply and effectively. Instructor's web site:   http://www.english.vt.edu/~jcollier/web/
English 4964:  External Field Study 

Kark

Put your English major or minor to work before you graduate!  This field study—also known as an external internship—gives you the opportunity to gain valuable workplace experience performing a variety of tasks related to your English degree and skills.  Depending upon the placement (some are off-campus; some are on), you might find yourself doing anything from writing to editing, from producing publicity campaigns to developing web sites, and more. Good for your resume—great for your confidence!  Additional information can be found at the Internship Program web site: http://athena.english.vt.edu/~intern/welcome.htm. 

(NOTE: Students seeking placement in an internship should contact Steve Kark, Internship Coordinator, at skark@vt.edu prior to enrolling for this course.)

English 4984:  Special Studies: London Calling 2009! Creating Democratic Spaces
Wemhoener, J.
D’Aguiar, F.

For four weeks in London, England, students visit numerous sites of literary, cultural and architectural interest.  Numerous visits to the theatre, including tours of backstage, combine with talks from writers and critics about the theatre tradition in London.  Students read, record, and participate in the making of a city and its literary and cultural history. Other tours of key historical sites combine with classroom lectures and seminars. (The students, for example, will tour Bloomsbury and points of literary significance in the area while reading works from members of the Bloomsbury group.)  Theatre productions are not simply experienced by attending plays, they are re-lived as lectures, readings and discussions all of which contextualize the plays and the places where the plays are staged in terms of their history, culture and architecture.  Students will have  back-stage tours and lectures, for example,  around the Globe theatre.  Literature about London and the city read in-situ, as it were, brings added significance and relevance to the reading experience.  For example, Wordsworth’s Westminster Bridge and Blake’s London compare and contrast the eighteenth and nineteenth-century capitol with its contemporary incarnation. 

We meet monthly during the spring semester to introduce students to the various aspects of the course. 

Student requirements:

Maintain a notebook

Attend lectures and classes

Participate in organized tours

Attend plays

Compile a portfolio of critical and creative responses to the texts, plays, speakers and sites

Attend discussions in a seminar-type setting after a theatre visit or architecture tour,  or to discuss a text related to a theatre visit or tour

Complete regular writing assignments related to reading, tours or theatre visits that can be fiction, poetry or essay-like in form towards the completion of a portfolio and journal

Design an individual project trip (in London or outside) over one long weekend and present report on that project

TEXTS:

Various plays (tba,  once theatre offerings for program duration are available)

Poems, stories and essays assigned by faculty

Calvino: Invisible Cities
T. S. Eliot: “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”

Lemn Sissay: Out Loud
Hannah Pool: My Father’s Daughter (Penguin, 2005)

John Agard: We Brits (Bloodaxe Books, 2007)

Daljit Nagra: Look We Have Coming To Dover (Faber, 2006)

John Berger: Ways of Seeing (selections )

Paul Gilroy: Black Britain – A Photographic History [Saqi Books. 2007. ISBN (10) 0-86356-540-9]

Tutors:

SusanPiedmont- Paladino (Architecture)

Fred D’Aguiar (English: Creative Writing)

Jane Wemhoener (English:Literature and Creative Writing)

